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Dear Friends of ACE,

Thank you for making FY2020 yet another remarkable year for African Community Education. We are excited to share with you all 
that we have accomplished over the past year in the following pages. 

This year was unlike any other. The COVID-19 pandemic presented many challenges for ACE students and families. In March, we 
quickly shifted all of our programs to a remote learning model. During the spring, we provided nearly 2,000 hours of video and 
phone support to ACE students, distributed 50 laptops to ensure access to remote learning, provided nearly 100 remote 
enrichment activities for students, and distributed over 600 masks to students and families. 

In response to the pandemic, we also launched the ACE Family Fund. We wanted to be able to provide direct cash assistance to 
families in need of food, cleaning supplies, utilities, healthcare, and more. Our original goal was to raise $5,000, but the ACE 
community rallied around the cause and to-date has raised just under $10,000. $6,000 of this has been distributed to dozens of 
families in need of immediate assistance. 

We cannot say enough about how all members of the ACE community - staff, volunteers, students, and supporters - went the 
extra mile to help make these necessary adjustments. All of the credit in the world goes to the students, who continued to answer 
their phones and participate in video calls day after day so they could successfully continue their education.

This year, we enrolled 100 youth across our After School, Saturday, Mentoring, and Summer Programs. Including our Family 
Education Program and Outreach Department, we directly served 635 individuals, the most we have ever served in one year. 

We are proud that 14 students who attended ACE during their academic careers graduated this year, bringing our total number of 
graduates to 261 since our founding in 2006. 

These accomplishments would not be possible without the dedication of our hundreds of volunteers, the generosity of our 
donors and funders, the talents of our partners, the tireless work of our staff and board, and, most importantly, the passion, 
resilience, and determination of our students and their families.

Every sign of support we receive shows that more and more people believe in the work we do and in what we are building at ACE. 
We cannot thank you enough for that belief.

With deepest gratitude,

Kaska Yawo Siko Sikochi
Executive Director & Co-Founder President, ACE Board of Directors

A Letter from 
ACE Leadership



Our Mission & Vision
The mission of African Community Education is to assist African refugee and 
immigrant youth and families in achieving educational and social stability through 
access to academic support, leadership development, cultural expression, and 
community outreach. 

Our vision is a community where African refugees and immigrant youth and families 
are empowered, self-sufficient, and secure.



PROGRAMMING



For youth ages 10 and up, ACE hosts After School, Saturday, Mentoring, Summer Reading, and Workforce 
Development Programs. Through these programs, ACE provides access to tutoring, supplemental classroom 
time, experiential learning activities, and one-on-one mentoring which help students succeed academically. 
ACE also serves as a liaison between the student, family, and local public schools to ensure each student’s 
home and school lives provide environments for success.

For parents of our students, ACE provides English as Second Language and Citizenship classes as part of our 
Family Education Program along with wraparound outreach services to help families access needed services 
and benefits.

Programming Fast Facts

112

34
37

Students attended ACE 
Youth Programs

Children attended ACE’s 
Early Literacy Playgroup

Adults attended ACE 
ESOL classes

635 Invividuals served through 
programming and outreach



Programming Fast Facts

142 Program Sessions

86% of students are ELL’s 
and 100% are low income

24 languages spoken 
at home

13 Countries of Origin

811 Program Hours

239 Home Visits



Volunteer Spotlight
This year, 182 volunteers contributed 2,521 hours of service 
to help ACE students and families.

CHANTAL UMUHOZA
Chantal Umuhoza graduated from the College of the 
Holy Cross in the spring, and has served as a volunteer 
at ACE since her freshman year. 

Chantal joined ACE in 2016 as a volunteer in the After 
School Program. Being an international student from 
Rwanda, she easily adapted to the environment at ACE 
and instantly built connections with the students. In 
2017, she transitioned from a volunteer to mentor for a 
year. Before graduation, Chantal worked as the 
Program Director for the SPUD group at Holy Cross and 
helped recruit volunteers to ACE. Says ACE Volunteer & 
Mentor Coordinator, Ayman Abdelgadir of Chantal, 
“Chantal is the perfect example of an outstanding 
volunteer and has impacted ACE more than she knows. 
I personally admire her passion and effort. Even with 
the pandemic and finishing up her Bachelor’s degree, 
Chantal still managed to stay involved remotely and 
offer academic and social support to ACE students. We 
are grateful for Chantal’s time at ACE.



Laughter filled an upstairs room at the After School Program as mentor Doreen Dorma and mentee Esther Businge realized they were 
wearing very similar outfits. Both wore dark wash jeans, boots, and hunter green cargo jackets. This simple moment of laughter paved 
the way for their future relationship. After many moments of joy between Esther and Doreen in the After School Program, they found 
themselves paired up through the ACE Mentoring Program.

Esther felt excited about the possibility of a mentoring relationship, but she admits that did not know what to expect. She recalls her 
reaction to the staff member who wanted to match the two as a mentor-mentee pair. “I said, ‘What? I don’t even know what that 
means,” giggled Esther.

Esther first joined ACE in 2018, one month after arriving in the United States from Uganda. She learned that a mentor could help her 
succeed in school and acclimate to the culture — all while gaining a great friend. After volunteering at ACE’s 2018 Gala, Doreen 
immediately knew she wanted to become a long-term volunteer at ACE. However, Kwame Yeboah, ACE’s Program Director at the time, 
had bigger plans for her. “I came in here thinking I was just a volunteer.” Then, after a week of volunteering, Kwame suggested she 
pursue mentoring. “I thought, ‘Wow, I would love to mentor her.’ Now, we are here.”

Doreen first noticed that Esther was shy and very bright. She knew that with some encouragement and help, Esther would blossom 
into the hard-working and extroverted 15-year-old she is today. When Doreen first met Esther, ACE was about to hold elections for 
President of the Youth Leadership Council. Doreen recalled how Esther had great ideas but was too afraid to run for the position. “Now, 
I feel like she would be the first one up there, like ‘I’m the president.’”

Since their first moment meeting, Doreen has loved watching Esther grow as a person and academically. Esther is no longer afraid to 
speak her mind and is doing much better in her classes, especially in math. They recently celebrated Esther getting a 94 on her math 
test. “I went to East Middle School, which gave me an opportunity to apply for Worcester Technical School. I got accepted thanks to my 
mentor’s help,” says Esther.

Esther recognizes Doreen as someone very “understanding” of kids her age, as well as a “beautiful and kind” individual. While their 
mentorship mainly focuses on academics, Esther said that Doreen is also great at giving life advice. They communicate openly and 
often, typically texting throughout the week.

Their success as a mentoring pair does not go unnoticed. Ayman Abdelgadir, ACE’s Volunteer and Mentor Coordinator, said, “Doreen is 
very consistent and committed to her role as a mentor and spends more time with Esther than required. Esther is always asking about 
Doreen and looks forward to the days they are scheduled to meet. That’s the type of relationship we envision for all of our mentoring 
matches at ACE.”

Mentoring Spotlight
This year, 27 mentor-mentee matches participated in 
our Mentoring for Empowerment & Exhange Program.

DOREEN & ESTHER as told by Skyler Hesch



This year, 14 students who attended ACE during their academic 
careers graduated high school.

ACE Graduates

HELENE
Helene was born in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. She lived in Rwanda and 
then Kenya before coming to the United States six years ago with her family, 
including her sister, Grace, who also graduated this year. Helene remembers flying 
to New York City with her family and feeling both nervous and excited as it was her 
first time on an airplane.

Upon moving to Worcester, Helene began attending school and found a mix of successes and challenges. “I did well in 
school to start because I already knew how to do the math they were teaching. But the hard part was writing paragraphs and 
essays because I was not used to doing that in English.”

Helene began attending ACE about five months after moving to Worcester. She quickly began to improve her writing skills 
and excel in school. Helene attended the ACE After School and Saturday Programs throughout her middle and high school 
careers, becoming a standout student and someone younger students looked up to.

“ACE not only helped me be successful in school but also helped me to appreciate life. ACE shaped me to become the 
person I am right now,” says Helene.

Helene attended high school at University Park Campus School where she was an honor student and member of the track 
and field team and community service organization. She also completed an internship with Worcester City Councilor Dr. 
Sarai Rivera.

During her internship, Helene helped Councilor Rivera with local environmental initiatives. “I worked on campaigns for 
improving water quality in the city. The experience made me more interested in learning how to solve environmental 
problems like climate change.”

The internship was part of the reason Helene applied to Worcester State University where she will study environmental 
science in the fall. Of starting her college career, Helene says, “I’m excited but also nervous. I know it is going to be hard, but 
I am excited because I can learn anything I want to and have the opportunity to study my passion.”

Helene thanks her parents and siblings, everyone at University Park Campus School, and all of those at ACE: “I would not 
have succeeded without them. I never thought this day would come, and I feel great.”



ACE Graduates
GRACE
Grace was born in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. She lived in 
Rwanda and then Kenya before coming to the United States in June of 
2014 with her family, including her sister, Helene, who also graduated this 
year.

Grace recalls how her curiosity peaked when coming to the United States 
for the first time. “Everything here was new. There was so much to see. I 
was excited to be in a new environment and meet new people.”

Grace began school at the New Citizen’s Center (NCC) that fall. She remembers, “I was scared and nervous because I did not 
know that much English, even though we studied it a bit in Kenya. I needed to get used to the new environment, 
surroundings, and style of teaching. It was hard at first but I got used to it as the years went on.”

Grace began attending ACE at the beginning of 2015 while still in school at NCC. She cherishes the connections she was able 
to build with ACE tutors who spoke the same languages as her, Swahili and Kinyarwanda.

“ACE really was so helpful,” says Grace. “I was new and would struggle with homework but the ACE volunteers and tutors 
helped me. It was really easy to talk to and learn from someone who understood me, and I understood them as well.”

After a year at NCC, Grace began 8th grade at University Park Campus School. She quickly excelled, becoming a recurring 
honor student during her five years there. She is proud of being able to balance and navigate an abnormal senior year.

“It was difficult balancing applying to colleges with work and everything else, but it was not as hard as I thought it was going 
to be. I really did my best work.”

Grace’s best work paid off as she was accepted to attend Clark University in the fall and selected as a recipient of the 
University Park Partnership Scholarship. The scholarship, which is open to residents of Worcester who have lived in the 
University Park neighborhood for at least five years prior to enrolling at Clark, provides free tuition for four years.

Grace has not yet decided on a major at Clark but is especially excited about the study of languages. She plans to add 
French to her list of fluent languages, which already include English, Swahili, and Kinyarwanda.

Grace is thrilled to have reached the milestone of graduating high school and thankful for the help she has received during 
her journey. “I want to thank ACE, my parents, my family, and everyone else who has helped me all of these years. It’s great to 
know I have come this far.”



Student Spotlight
AIMABLE BELISE
Aimable, a rising junior at 
Worcester Technical High 
School, was born in the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and grew up in Uganda. 
Aimable came to the United 
States in 2015. He first arrived 
in St. Louis, Missouri, then 
ventured to Worcester one
year later. Aimable speaks English, Luganda, and 
Swahili. 

Soon after arriving in the United States, Aimable 
found ACE through a family friend. He started off 
seeking homework help but now provides help to 
many ACE students. ACE’s Volunteer and Mentor 
Coordinator Ayman Abdelgadir noticed Aimable’s 
leadership among ACE students and invited him 
to apply for the YouthWorks internship. He helped 
ACE staff and students adjust to the pandemic’s 
circumstances by calling families to provide 
support, teaching students how to use 
computers, and coordinating plans and ideas 
with staff.

While in St. Louis, Aimable befriended a pilot and 
now aspires to become a pilot, too. He spends his 
free time learning about airplanes with plans to 
go to pilot school.

Belise prepared for the transition by practicing English 
and cherishing time with her family before leaving for 
the U.S. At 16 years old, and after one and a half years in 
Uganda, Belise ventured on her own to join her family.

Belise soon discovered ACE through her sister. Belise 
was attracted to the opportunity to learn English and 
receive homework help while transitioning into the 
Worcester Public Schools system. She soon joined the 
ACE Dance Team, too. Belise loves ACE because she has 
seen herself and her peers grow quickly in their 
knowledge of English and the U.S. together.

Belise continues to overcome the linguistic and cultural 
challenges that come with moving to the U.S. She 
worked a summer job to gain experience and support 
her family. This year, she will transition from New 
Citizen’s Center to Gerald Creamer Center. Belise 
envisions herself as a future leader either in the 
business world or medical field. 

Belise was born in Tanzania 
and spent time in Uganda. She 
speaks Kirundi, Swahili, and 
English. Belise’s parents and 
sister left for the United States 
first while Belise traveled to 
live with her family in Uganda. 
While her parents and sister 
set up their new life in the U.S.,



Programming Highlights
Traka Workshop with Jean Appolon Expressions

Simon Says Give Birthday Bash

Workforce Development Program Unum Visit

In October, Jean Appolon Expressions (JAE) visited our Saturday Program to 
work with ACE students. JAE is a Boston-based Haitian contemporary non-
profit dance company. The group led a dance workshop for over 40 ACE 
students and staff that explored "Traka" - “Troubles" in Haitian Kreyol - how 
dance, culture, and community are pathways to healing for victims of 
traumatic events. Jean Appolon, Meghan McGrath, and Mcebisi Xotyeni had 
all of our students up, moving and exploring their inner selves through dance.

On January 4, the team at Simon Says Give - Worcester hosted a Birthday 
Bash at the ACE program.  With decorations, games, and all the trimmings, we 
were all able to celebrate birthdays in American style. In particular, we 
celebrated four of our youngest students, Sadia, Mapendo, Rajabu, and 
Raymond who received birthday cards and gifts, were bedecked with 
streamers, and serenaded with “Happy Birthday!” The entire group enjoyed a 
custom-made cake from our friends at The Queen’s Cups.

As part of our Workforce Development Program, Unum Insurance Company 
hosted our high school students at their offices last August. The group was 
treated to a tour of the offices and had the pleasure of meeting Senior Vice 
President Steve Joseph. Joseph grew up in Worcester and attended South 
High School. Our own South High students, Principe and Kobe were 
especially thrilled to meet him. Students learned about what to expect in a 
professional workplace and the job market in Worcester.



Programming Highlights
Teambuilding Workshop with Reverend Dr. Debora Jackson

Mirick O’Connell Career Panel

Mentor-Mentee Day at the Worcester Railers Game 

In November, we welcomed the Reverend Dr. Debora Jackson to our Saturday 
Program. Rev. Jackson led a team-building experiential learning activity with 
our high school students as part of our Express Yourself program. Students 
learned the importance of communication skills, leadership development, 
and working successfully in teams. Working with dynamic facilitators like Rev. 
Jackson helps ACE students to build soft skills necessary for success both in 
and out of the classroom.

As part of United Way of Central Massachusetts’ Day of Caring, members of 
the staff at Mirick O'Connell came to our offices to put on a career and advice 
panel for our students and alumni. Rachel, Sara, John, and Gary shared stories 
of their successes and failures with our students and the lessons they have 
learned along the way. They were incredibly candid, telling students about 
their own personal journeys and answering questions about education, work, 
passion, and life. 

In January, our Mentoring for Empowerment & Exchange Program shared a 
group outing at a Worcester Railers game. Mentors and mentees shared a 
meal and played a game of ACE-themed trivia at the ACE officer before going 
to the game at the DCU Center. Winners of the trivia game received special 
tickets to sit rink-side. Fidele was lucky enough to snag a picture with the 
Worcester Railers mascot, Trax!



ACE’s response to the pandemic

49 students given access 
to laptops at home

$6,000 in direct cash 
assistance to ACE families

37 staff and volunteers 
making daily calls

92 enrichment activities 
on Google Classroom

660 masks distributed to 
ACE families

1,705 hours of video and 
phone support



ACE’s remote learning program

64

50

44

43

31

Students included in 
the remote program

Students reached an 
average of once a week

Students reached 
each day on average

Students joined the 
ACE Google Classroom

Additional volunteers to 
asssist with remote learning



DEVELOPMENT



Corporate & 
event sponsors

475

$530K

$85K

30

30

Key Facts & Figures

Grant 
funders

Raised from individuals 
& events

In grants 
awarded

Individual 
donors



Grant Funders & Sponsors

Mass Office for Refugees & Immigrants
Mclane Middleton Professional Association
McMillan Stewart Foundation
Merrimack Valley
Open Sky Community Services
Quinsigamond Community College
Ramlose Foundation
Redemption Rock Brewing Co.
Reliant Medical Group
Robert Treat Paine Association
Schwartz Charitable Foundation
Seeds of Grace Fund (Edwards Church)
Senator Harriette Chandler
Senator Mike Moore
Target
Told Design
UMass Community and Government Relations
UMass Memorial Healthcare
Unibank
Unitarian Universalist Church of Worcester
United Way of Central Massachusetts
Unum
Wegman's
West Bolyston Church
Worcester Arts Council
Worcester Family Partnership
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Worcester Public Schools
Worcester State University
Worcester Together Coalition

Albert W. Rice Charitable Foundation
Alex Mooradian, Esq
Amelia Peabody Foundation
Arthur J. Gallagher
Ascentria Care Alliance
Assumption College
Attorney Robert Perrone
Barr Foundation
Beim Foundation
Berlin Insurance
Cahn Fund for Social Change
Centro, Inc
Century Homecare
The Clowes Fund
Cornerstone Bank
Country Bank
Edward M. Kennedy Community Health Center
Elgon Systems
Fallon Health
Fred Harris Daniels Foundation
Grafton Job Corps
Greater Worcester Community Foundation
Hanover Insurance
Haymarket People's Fund
Hoche-Scofield Foundation
Joyful Blessings Foundation
The Law Office of Randy Feldman
Mass Cultural Council
Mass Department of Elementary & Secondary Education
Mass Mentoring Partnership

Thank you to our grant funders and sponsors. Without them, our work would not 
be possible.



Individual Supporters

Ellen Abayo
Ayman Abdelgadir
Osama Abdelgadir
Osman Abdelgadir
Anderson Abreu
Dianjenis Abreu
Daniel Acquah
Daniel Adade
Ingrid Adade
Marjorie Affel
Felix Afranie
Tina Agyekum
Elizabeth Ahmadi
Laura Ahmadi
Nona Ai
Biodun Akande
Mbolle Akume
Fransheska Alcantara
Lailah Almazraawi
Briana-Allyn Amissah
Sandra Anim
Jessica Antoine
Jescah Apamo-Gannon
Luigi Apollon
Miguel Aponte
Isaiah Aridou
Rohan Arjun
Diana Arnell
Anagha Arvind
Augustine Asumadu
Hamid Atif
Rejoice Attor
Kiara Awunti
Dani Babineau
Elizabeth Bacon
Dee Bagley
Alex Baker
Sydney Baker
Maggie Balogh
Arena Barbel
Ashley Barkoudah
Brian Barlow
Sarah Beam
Erin Bean
Karen Bean

Matthew Beaulieu
Anna Bebbington
David Beh
Lisa Beittel
Laurie Belton
Daniel Benabou
Nancy Benjamin
Nicole Benjamin
Ruth Bennett
Janet Marie Bessette Ivaska
Vicki Bezoenik
Audra Blewity
Anissia Bouesso
Mark Bray
Ethan Brown
Judith Brown
Tara Brown
Abby Bryant
Emma Bryant
Peter Buck
Caroline Bullock
Kim Bullock
Laurie Bullock
Bob Bureau
Aidan Burn
Tiffiny Butler
Marjie Cahn
Duncan Calder
Jennifer Cameron
Maggie Campbell Obaid
David Carney
Daisy Carrion
Kelsey Carvalho
Victor Casanova
John Castellaw
Hannah Cavaretta
Michael Cecil
Raymond Chai
Harriette Chandler
Mwangi Chege
Dominique Chen
Jenny Chen
Kathy Chen
Justin Cheng
Joyce Chima Bom

Songwe Chiyombwe
Lilian Chukwurah
Jillian Cirillo
Deanna Clark
Kweku Colecraft
Emily Collins
Tim Collins
Jessica Colon
John Colucci
Thomas Colucci
Zach Combs
Jim Comes
Steven Como
Jeffrey Conlon
Ted Conna
Amy Connery
Emily Connery
Kaily Connor
Ginger Conti
Deborah Conyers
Amy Corneliussen
Pauline Courchesne
Brenda Court
David Crouch
Zulean Cruz-Diaz
Valeria D'Arace
Gina DaCruz
Nick Dagenais
Alison Daige
Julian Dano
Siddhesh Darne
Pete Dawson
Hugh Daye
Syreneti De La Cruz
Katy Deng
Judie DeVincent
Jeuji Diamondstone
Molly Dickinson
Rain Dimen
Hoang Do
Melanie Donegan
Ailish Donovan
Lital Dotan
Madison Dugan
Cynthia Dunlap

Stephen Dweh-Chenneh
Christopher Ebacher
Amy Ebbeson
Enyonam Edoh
Luai Elamir
Jess Elder
Sabri Eljizoli
Jose Encarnacion
Regina Engel
Michael Ennis
Stephanie Ewuoso
Marina Eybelman
Mogahid Fadl
Matthew Fant
Randy Feldman
Niamh Fennessy
Warren Ferguson
Delio Fernandez
Ilaria Fiorenza
Melissa Fischer
Ryan Flaherty
Mary Flynn
Jane Ford
John Ford
Tyler Foskett
Matthew Foster
Mateo Frare
George Gailah
Tom Gallagher
MaryElizabeth Gallo
Susan Gannon
Iris Gavidia
Marshall Gaye
Kwame Gayle
Joel Gendler
Kimberly George
Scott Gibbs
Thomas Gibson
Connor Giedymin
Georgia Giedymin
Olivia Giedymin
Xavier Giles
Eve Gilmore
Vaske Gjino
William Glatfelter

Michael Godkin
Heather Gonzalez
Isabel Gonzalez
Gabriele Goszcz
Blair Govoni
Joanne Gravell
Teresa Griffith
Heather Hackett
Matt Hagan
Gelila Hailemariam
Barbara Hale
Heather-Lyn Haley
Adam Hanna
Rachel Hapenny
Glen Harrias
Hasson Harris Wilcher
Jeanine Harushingingo
Mohamed Hassan
Ariel Hathaway
Vaughn Hathaway
Koki Hayashi
Susan Hayes
Christelle Hayles
Rachael Heard
Kathleen Hebb
Laurel Hemmer
Catherine Hendren
Skyler Hesch
Brooke Heslin
Kathleen Heyer
Xavier Hines-Coombs
Cody Holbert
Nozomi Holbert
Bill Holt
Jean Holt
Avril Hope
Arianna Hopkins
Kelsey Hopkins
Emily Horan
Anwar Hughes-Crawford
Amanda Hultin
Trinh Huynh
Victoria Huynh
Morgan Hylton
Jennifer Ingham

Thank you to all of our donors. Whether it’s $1 or $1,000, each gift lets ACE 
kids and families know there is one more person in their corner.



Individual Supporters
Tyler Ingham
Anmar Jabbar
May Johnson
Florkenthia Jolibois
Christopher Jordan
Olivia Juaire
M K
Mercy Karanja
Jessica Karner
Beatrice Kayigwa
Kevin Kearney
Maureen Kenefick
Julia Kilgore
Jane Kimani
Nancy Klein
Lovo Koliego
Anita Kostecki
Jonathan Krauss
Cecilia Lafontaine
James Lafontaine
Kelsey Lamoureux
Samuel Lamptey
Mike Land
Mike Lanotte
Santos Lara
Dan Larrivee
Katherine Larrivee
Robert Larrivee
Ari Lathrop
Cary LeBlanc
Carol LeBoeuf
David LeBoeuf
Jesse Lehman
Margaret LeRoux
Amanda Lewis
Kok Way Lim
Toy Lim
Rees Linville
Arai Long
Kevin Louis
Michael Lucivero
Alex Lupafya
Dana Lyford
Kristin M
Liz MacArthur
Heather MacFarlane
Rebecca Mailman
Niall Mannion
Lorie Martiska
Larry Masselink

Sheeba Mathew
Cheryl Mattison
Bernadine Mavhungu
David Mayer
Katie Mazzeo
Kevin Mbogo
Matthew McAuliffe
Ian McCarthy
Kimberly McCullen
Anna McGovern
Taylor McNally
Crystal McNamara
Nicholas Medeiros
Ema Mehuljic
Samantha Melendez
Sophie Meyers
Alina Michelewicz
Stephen Michelini
Katie Miller
Cameron Mills
George Milukas
Shirish Misro
Anushay Mistry
Sarah Monteith
Brian Monteverd
Shirley Montgomery
Alex Mooradian
Michael Moore
Erin Morrell
Barak Morton
Kari Mruz
Ken Mudzingwa
Lamisa Muksitu
Amber Munderville
Uyanga Mungunchimeg
Kirsten Murphy
Robert Murphy
Shafik Mutaawe
Wendy Newhall
Greg Newswanger
Ahone Ngalame
Milka Njoroge
Victoria Njoroge
Lily Nuamah
Prince Nuamah
David Nyatuka
Anne Marie O'Brien
Carrick O'Brien
Sarah O'Brien
Mike O'Connell

Deborah O'Neil
John O'Neil
Tim O'Neil
Louise O'Neill
Alison Okuda
Emmanuel Ola
Mary Orciuch
Yetziann Ortiz
Hezekiah Owuor
Sergio Paez
Aja Pandey
Rose Parkington
Sylvia Parol
Aaron Payson
Carrie Peck
Halle Perduta
Alex Peredo Carroll
John Perkins
Emily Perlow
Robert Perrone
Ariana Perry
Susan Perschbacher
Joan Peters
Scott Peton
Joe Petty
Andrew Piazza
Bonham Pierce
Geoff Pironti
Joshua Plisinski
Susan Plisinski
Deanna Poirier
Laura Polanco
Lila Pope
Bernie Poppe
LeNola Potami
Julie Potter
David Powers
Ohemaa Prempeh
Denise Pruitt
Charles Radomsky
Daniel Rahe
Hilda Ramirez
Timothy Randall
Philip Rapp
Donna Raymond
Megan Reilly
Maya Rhinehart
Bryan Rickard
Anthony Ring
Lily Rivera

Charlotte Rosen
Keilani-Lyn Rudderham
Shea Russo
J Ryan
Jane Ryan
Adja Sackor
Deborah Sacra
Monica Salazar-Carmona
Adam Saltsman
Michelle Santana
Gabriel Santner
Ana Santos
J.D. Sareault
Lauren Sargent
Ebenezer Sartiah
Linda Sasso
Richard Saydee
Nathaniel Sayon
Weston Schlack
Colleen Schroth
Lauren Scott
Joshua Jackson Selly
Kathleen Sheehan
Mikayla Sheehan
Sara Shields
Anywhere Sikochi
John Skorb
Matthew Skotz
Janelle Smith
Todd Smith
Donovan Snyder
Kerry Snyder
Marianne Sodogandji
LeighAnn Soucy
Alyssa Sousa
Maddy Sowden
Steven Spangler
Daniel Spratt
Phil Stallworth
Tanya Stasio
Linda StJohn
Brenna Stobbe
Tyler Stone
Susan Stukas
Karen Stupski
Alex Swenson
Meron Tadesse
Luladay Tekalegn
Byron Thomas
Patrice Tivnan

Emily Toala
Ambrose Toekulah
Mary Kate Tolan
Robert Tompkins
Kate Toomey
Paul Torres
Lieu Tran
Max Travers
Mary Truong
Pamela Tsinteris
Luese Ufuah
Ray Upchurch
Waitta Vainga
Olga Valdman
Aran Valente
Christopher Van Atten
Beth Vietze
Janet Vignaly
June Vo
Greg Wachter
Ronald Waddell Jr
Bonnie Walker
Edward Walker
Mike Walker
Sharon Walsh
Irene Wanjiku
Matt Ward
Michelle Warren
Emily Waskevich
Sarah Waskevich
Steven Weah
Lauren Weck
Hannah Weinsaft
Natalie Wellen
Drew Weymouth
Catherine Whittington
Elliott Wiegman
Kristopher Williams
Drew Wilson
Janet Wine
Richard Wine
Rose Wine
Kaska Yawo
Rosaline Yawo
Kwame Yeboah
Alison Yeung
Teresa Zash
Judy Zeh
Kristophe Zephyrin
Starry Zhu



Kupanda: ACE’s Monthly 
Giving Community
In 2018, ACE launched Kupanda, our new monthly giving community. To 
date, 89 Kupanda members have made 1,123 individual contributions, 
raising $18,342 for ACE programs.

Thank you to our Kupanda Members!
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Christopher Van Atten
Janet Vignaly
Bonnie Walker
Hannah Weinsaft
Natalie Wellen
Janet Wine
Rose Wine
Kaska Yawo
Kwame Yeboah

Nozomi Holbert
Maureen Kenefick
Cecilia Lafontaine
Samuel Lamptey
Mike Land
Dan Larrivee
Katherine Larrivee
David LeBoeuf
Rees Linville
Sheeba Mathew
Katie Mazzeo
Kimberly McCullen
Taylor McNally
Nicholas Medeiros
Sarah Monteith
Kari Mruz
Timothy O'Neil
Deborah O'Neil
John Perkins
Bonham Pierce
Joshua Plisinski
Deanna Poirier
Lila Pope



Fundraising Spotlight
Several local businesses and student organizations 
held fundraising campaigns on our behalf throughout 
the year. Thank you to

Beta Theta Pi Fraternity, WPI Chapter
Redemption Rock Brewing Co.
Shrewsbury High School Class of 2017
WPI African Student Association
WPI Black Student Union
WPI National Society of Black Engineers

for collectively raising 
$9,221.25 for ACE!



The Journey: The 13th Annual 
ACE Gala
The 13th Annual ACE Gala took place on 
November 7 and was a night we will never 
forget. We welcomed over 300 people to 
Mechanics Hall, held our first-ever ACE Fashion 
Show, and raised over $62,000 for ACE programs 
and families!

The highlight of the evening was without a 
doubt the first-ever ACE Fashion Show, made 
possible by our Title Sponsor, Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI). ACE students 
partnered with WPI Black Student Union 
students to model African designs created by 
Eldior Sodeck Design. In keeping with our event 
theme of The Journey, we shared stories of ACE 
students' past, present, and futures.

For ACE students, nights like the Gala–when all 
eyes are on them, when they are being cheered, 
when they feel the support of every person in 
the room–are invaluable.

Thank you for helping to make the 13th Annual 
ACE Gala the best yet! 



FINANCIALS



Financial Overview
FY 2020*
REVENUE EXPENSES

Foundation Grants

Government Grants & Contracts

Corporate Grants

Nonprofit Grants

Fundraising Events

Individual Donations

Interest Income

TOTAL REVENUE

Management/Admin

Development Staff

Outreach Staff

Program Staff

Payroll Taxes 

Program Expenses

Administrative Expenses

Fundraising Expenses

TOTAL EXPENSES

$328,075

$194,150

$7,500

$1.080

$57,117

$28,628

$2,237

$618,787

$133,401

$75,972

$75,059

$172,425

$44,558

$38,824

$35,260

$25,692

$601,191

*Financial estimates–audited financial statements will be available in November 2020



Financial History
African Community Education Revenue vs. Time



OUR FUTURE



Future Focus Areas
As African Community Education continues to grow and thrive, we have identified 
9 Focus Areas as part of our strategic plan to take us through FY 2022.

PROGRAMS & SERVICES

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

ALUMNI RELATIONS

EVALUATION & MONITORING

ACE will ensure our programs and services meet the needs of our community. We will improve existing 
programs and services and provide additional services that help students and families achieve academic 
and socio-economic success as we continue to carry out ACE's mission.

ACE seeks to indentify new partnerships and expand current partnerships in order to provide improved 
services to our constituents and grow our impact in the most efficient ways possible.

ACE will reestablish relationships with its alumni members through the founding of a formal Alumni 
Association, provide better alumni support through additional programming, and share alumni success 
stories to enhance marketing and outreach efforts.

It is essential for ACE to better evaluate and monitor key indicators of organizatinal performance and 
program outcomes in order to improve performance over time. ACE will enhance existing evaluation and 
monitoring systems and implement new ones to fill current gaps in information.



Future Focus Areas
FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

STAFF SUSTAINABILITY

LEADERSHIP & GOVERNANCE

CULTURAL BRANDING

INFRASTRUCTURE

It is essential for the organization to be financially stable and viable. Despite annual growth, ACE 
continues to have additional needs for funding diversification and further growth of funding streams. In 
particular, ACE aims to increase unrestricted funding to fund operational needs, especially staff 
sustainability initiatives.

Retaining talented and knowledgeable staff is essential for ACE to grow as an organization, execute a 
successful strategic plan, and better serve our students and families. ACE will take impactful steps to 
increase employee happiness and their sense of value to the organization and will improve financial 
compensation for its employees.

ACE will improve its leadership and governance to ensure a lean and effective organization with strong 
leadership possessing the tools and resources necessary to carry out the organization’s mission.

ACE will better define its brand and values, build its organizational culture, and work to incorporate each 
of these elements throughout everything we do.

ACE will evaluate facilities, transportation, systems, and technology to determine where improvements 
and efficiencies are needed to carry out the strategic plan. ACE will take the necessary steps to explore 
and, if appropriate, execute a capital campaign to improve infrastructure as needed.



Our Team

OUR STAFF

KASKA YAWO, Executive Director & Co-Founder

AYMAN ABDELGADIR, Volunteer & Mentor Coordinator

AMY CORNELIUSSEN, Grants Manager

WINNIE DOE, Worcester Public Schools Liaison 

REGINA ENGEL, Director of Finance & Operations

SAKINA FUNDI, Outreach Worker

TIMON GRODYA, Family Education Program Coordinator

VAUGHN HATHAWAY, Information Technology Specialist

BENJAMIN KAGIGI, Outreach Manager

CECILIA LAFONTAINE, Finance and HR Coordinator

TIM O'NEIL, Marketing & Fundraising Manager

JP PERKINS, Saturday Program Coordinator

DONOVAN SNYDER, After School Program Coordinator

ROSE WINE, Marketing & Development Coordinator

ANYWHERE "SIKO" SIKOCHI, Chair

BIODUN "MR. B" AKANDE, Vice Chair

LILA POPE, Treasurer

JOANNE GRAVELL, Secretary

ELIZABETH AHMADI

BOB BUREAU

KWAME GAYLE

OLGA VALDMAN, Co-Founder

BONNIE WALKER

OUR BOARD, FY 2020



Thank you from the ACE family!

africancommunityeducation.org
@aceworcester

info@acechildren.org
508-459-2284

484 Main St Suite #355
Worcester, MA 01608


