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A Letter from
ACE L eadership

Dear Friends of ACE,

Thank you for making 2023-24 yet another remarkable year for African Community Education. We are excited to share all that we have
accomplished over the past year in the following pages.

This year was particularly special for ACE as we spent our first full year in our organization's new home at 51 Gage St. When ACE began in 2006,
we envisioned one day owning a space that was truly ours; a permanent location that would serve as a second home for ACE students,
families, and community members.

Now, not only do we own a space we can call our own, but we are renovating it to become the home that ACE students and families deserve.
This year, we began that process by renovating 11 academic and enrichment spaces including dedicated youth classrooms, a STEAM lab, a
dancing and drumming studio, dedicated adult education classrooms, and a room to host our early literacy playgroups. We also renovated
three dedicated office spaces for our programming and outreach teams.

The move and renovations have had an immediate impact on our organization and the families we serve. We welcomed record numbers of
students and families across all programs, hosted several community events, and brought in new partners to our space, helping us to serve
Worcester's immigrant and refugee communities in new ways.

We enrolled 150 youth across our After School, Saturday, Mentoring, and Summer Programs. Our Family Education Program enrolled 242
adults, and 98 young children as part of our Early Literacy Playgroups. We helped eight seniors graduate high school, with seven attending
college this fall. Our Outreach team provided wraparound services to 429 families, nearly double the number served in the previous year.
Seeing the need in our community, we welcomed our newly arriving Haitian neighbors to ACE, serving over 200 families. Across all of our
programs and services, we directly served over 2,100 individuals, more than we ever have before.

These accomplishments would not be possible without the dedication of our hundreds of volunteers, the generosity of our donors and
funders, the talents of our partners, the tireless work of our staff and board, and, most importantly, the passion, resilience, and determination
of ACE students and their families.

Every sign of support we receive shows that more and more people believe in the work we do and in what we are building at ACE. We cannot
thank you enough for that belief.

With deepest gratitude,
Kaska Yawo Biodun “Mr. B.” Akande

Executive Director & Co-Founder Chairperson, ACE Board of Directors



Our Mission & Vision

The mission of African Community Education is to assist African refugee
and immigrant youth and families in achieving educational and social
stability through access to academic support, , |

. . iIcdll
leadership development, cultural expression,
and community outreach.

Our vision is a community where
African refugees and immigrant
youth and families are empowered,
self-sufficient, and secure.



PROGRAMMING



Programming.Overview

After School Program

The After School Program served 137 students during the 2023-2024 school year, with an average daily
attendance of 60. Students made use of the new ACE building and engaged in a variety of activities. Select
high school students participated in Zero Robotics, an international competition where students control
robotic SPHERES aboard the International Space Station, meeting weekly during the 3rd and 4th quarters. In
addition to homework time, students took part in social-emotional learning activities, gym sessions, art
classes, and swimming lessons. In the spring, they enjoyed dance and drumming lessons with Crocodile River
Music (CRM). The program also hosted a holiday party and honored students on the honor roll each quarter.

Saturday Program

The Saturday Program conducted 27 sessions during the 2023-24 school year, serving 92 students. The
program offered STEM and English classes, as well as ThinkGive, a social-emotional learning curriculum.
Students took dance and drum lessons and received support in computer skills and homework assistance.
The 4th Annual ACE Africa Day celebration was a major highlight of the year. This event featured a model
summit where students presented on various African countries and participated in cultural performances
celebrating African music and dance in collaboration with Crocodile River Music. We also hosted a panel of
experts on the theme, “Access to Education in the 21st Century: Building Resilient Education Systems for
Increased Access to Inclusive, Lifelong, Quality, and Relevant Learning in Africa.”

Summer Program

The Summer Program was the largest ACE has had in years as 76 total students attended the program.
Students in grades 3-12 had the opportunity to complete summer reading assignments, partake in prioject
based learning initiatives, see friends, engage in arts and crafts activities, and go on field trips. The 5th and
6th grade students had the special opportunity to participate in STEM lessons at the EcoTarium and all
students participated in a weekly STEM activity with a WPI student teaching intern. Students presented their
project work as part of the Project Fair, which included high school students performing a play. More than 60
students attended our end of summer celebration at Rutland State Park.



Programming.Overview

Workforce Development Program

Eleven students attended this year's Workforce Development Program. Lessons covered a wide variety of
skills aimed to help students find success in the working world. Essential lessons included building resumes,
writing cover letters, filling out job application forms, doing interviews, and identifying interview tools and
techniques. Students also engaged in activities designed to get them to align their career interests with their
existing passions. In addition, we partnered with Centro to put on a financial literacy workshop for students. A
visit to UniBank provided a unique opportunity for students to gain a better understanding of the world of
banking, the unique services of the bank, as well as human resources policies. In addition, each student
participated in a paid internship working in the ACE office.

Mentoring Program

The Mentoring Program offered students one-on-one mentoring relationships, with mentors and mentees
meeting for at least one hour each week. They also participated in several group activities during the school
year, including attending Worcester Railers hockey games, Worcester Bravehearts baseball games, and a
neighborhood clean-up. Mentors supported students with both educational and personal challenges,
providing access to opportunities they might not have otherwise had. This year, the program successfully
recruited more students and volunteers, ending with 31 active mentor-mentee matches.

Post-Secondary Success Program

The Post-Secondary Success Program supported eight ACE seniors through their high school graduation, with
seven now attending college this fall. ACE high school students had the opportunity to tour colleges such as
Anna Maria College, Bentley University, and Nichols College. The program also hosted a workshop on the
college admission process led by a representative from the College of the Holy Cross. Navigating the 2024
FAFSA was challenging, but MassEdCO visited ACE to provide a workshop on the new FAFSA and its updates.
Additionally, the program secured two full scholarships for ACE students to attend Nichols College. The Post-
Secondary Success Liaison maintains close contact with ACE seniors and alumni to support their educational
and career pursuits.



Programming.Overview

Adult ESOL Program

Our Adult English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Program continued to grow significantly, offering
ESOL classes to parents of our students and other adults in the community. The goal of the ESOL Program is
to enhance the skills of parents so they can better navigate their new country, secure better employment,
and improve their family’s quality of life. With our move to a new facility, we expanded the number of levels
and classes offered each week, accommodating more students than ever before. By the end of the year,
nearly 125 students attended classes daily, with a total of 242 adults participating in the program. Students
also visited educational facilities such as the Worcester Art Museum, Worcester Public Library, and Claremont
Academy. These visits familiarized parents with local learning institutions and provided information on how
these facilities relate to their children's education.

Early Literacy Playgroup

The Early Literacy Playgroup enrolled 98 students during the 2023-2024 school year, with an average daily
attendance of 15 students. The program provides free childcare for parents while they attend ESOL classes. The
playgroup focuses on learning through play, music, and movement. Children are encouraged to develop literacy
and math skills daily by reviewing letters, and shapes, engaging in fun rhyming activities, and reading stories with
their instructors. The structured routine and monthly themes such as community, plants, presidents, and summer
fun provided a safe and secure learning environment for the students. Additionally, the program organized visits
to child-friendly sites outside the classroom.




Programming.Overview

Career Development Program

Over the past year, the Career Development Program successfully processed 288 applications, assisted 164
individuals, and secured long-term employment for 45 people. Additional services included job coaching,
application assistance, language interpretation, and building partnerships with local employers. The program
also partnered with Open Sky Community Services and Seven Hills for the Human Services Career Support
Program. This collaboration offered a 6-month training and job placement program that guaranteed
graduates full-time employment as behavior counselors upon completion. This year, the program had 28
participants, including 7 ACE clients.

Immigration Services

In the past year, Immigration Services handled a substantial volume of cases and consultations. We processed
105 applications for green cards, 83 applications for citizenship, and 35 applications for employment
authorization. Additionally, we have provided phone consultations to 126 individuals and conducted immigration
presentations for approximately 250 community members and churches. Lastly, Immigration Services partnered
with the Office of New Americans at Friendly House, led by Jillian Philips, various immigration attorneys, led by
Alex Mooradian, and several other community partners to assist new arrivals from Haiti with processing
authorizations and asylum cases. An estimated 500 cases were managed through this collaboration.




Programming. Fast Facts

Individuals served Students attended

2!100 through programming 150 ACE youth Programs
and outreach services

5 Adultsattended ACE o8 g;‘:tdﬁ;‘e?;tcended
4 ESOL classes y y

Playgroups

27 African languages

25 Countries of Origin spoken at home

542 Program Sessions 1,558 Program Hours



Student Spotlight

ACE's out-of-school-time programs exist to educate and
empower ACE students. Often, older ACE students serve as
inspiring role models for their younger peers.

ELDA

Eldamenjie Laudin is an ACE student born in Haiti and
raised in South America. She joined ACE last fall and is
now a rising junior at North High.

Elda is an active athlete, playing both volleyball and
basketball for North High, and she plans to attend
college in the future. Known for her strong work ethic,
she attends ACE every day and serves as an excellent
role model for all students. Elda has been instrumental in
creating a welcoming environment at ACE for Haitian and
African students.

Over the summer, as a YouthWorks intern, she impressed
the summer coordinator with her responsibility and
maturity. Elda went above and beyond by walking
younger students from Hotel Worcester to ACE to ensure
their safety. Overall, Elda has had a profoundly positive
impact on ACE.



ACE Graduates

This year, 8 ACE seniors graduated high school! They are now
attending colleges including Nichols College, Worcester State
University, and Quinsigamond Community College.

NICOLE

Nicole Djotas was born in the Democratic Republic of Congo. After fleeing her
country and spending over two years in a refugee camp in Tanzania, she and her
family resettled in Worcester, MA. Nicole began her U.S. education in 5th grade at
Thorndyke Elementary School at the age of 11, with no prior knowledge of English.
Over the years, she has been a vital part of the After School and Saturday Programs
at ACE. Nicole was also one of the first student participants in the ACE Mentoring
Program and has one of the longest-standing partnerships in the program.

As a paid summer intern at ACE, Nicole excelled in assisting staff with program coordination and
providing classroom support. Although these positions are typically given to new students each year, ACE
awarded Nicole the internship for a second summer due to her outstanding performance. Notably, while
working as an ACE intern, Nicole managed two other demanding part-time jobs and contributed her
earnings to her family's household income.

Nicole excelled academically and demonstrated a special talent in creative writing. She has been a guest
speaker at ACE events, where she has performed readings of her original poetry to great acclaim. As a
sophomore, she received a city-wide creative writing award from the Worcester Public School System.

When her family moved to Minnesota at the start of her junior year, Nicole faced another challenging
transition but again rose to the occasion. She maintained her relationship with her ACE mentor, Lisa,
through Zoom and phone calls for continued academic and social support. In May, Nicole graduated from
high school and will return to Massachusetts at the end of August to begin her studies at Nichols College
in Dudley, MA, as a first-generation college student. She aspires to become a judge and will study Pre-
Law, aiming to be the first member of her family to graduate from college.



Alumni Spotlight

ACE's Post-Secondary Success Program ensures the ongoing
success of ACE graduates as they pursue life after high school.

FIDELE

Fldele Topan was born in the heart of the Central African Republic and has two

cusp of starting high school Fidele's j Journey continued in 2018 when his family was &
able to move again, this time to the United States. The initial months were
particularly challenging due to the unfamiliar language and environment.

Fidele was extremely active in all ACE programs, including as a member of the ACE
Drum Team, and excelled academically. Fidele graduated from North High School in
2023. Said Fidele of ACE, “When | moved to the U.S,, | didn't know English. ACE
helped me develop my English skills . . . ACE is always there for me when | need it."

Fidele is now a student at UMass Dartmouth, majoring in Computer Science with aspirations of becoming an
electrical engineer. After graduating from college, he hopes to spend a few years back in Africa. His
childhood dream was to become a professional soccer player, ideally in France or Spain, with the goal of
using his success to support underprivileged individuals. Fluent in four or five languages, Fidele enjoys
playing soccer, working out, spending time with friends, and getting a good night's sleep when not studying.

He recently enrolled in a history course because, although he is African, he did not have the opportunity to
study African history in high school. He is excited to learn about the diverse nations and rich cultures of Africa
and believes this course will provide a better understanding of African history.

His journey from the Central African Republic to studying Computer Science at UMass Dartmouth exemplifies
tenacity, adaptability, and the pursuit of his goals. Fidele is committed to using his education and
experiences to make a positive impact, blending his love for soccer with his academic pursuits. His story
reflects not only his own journey but also the aspirations of many who value knowledge and selflessness in
striving for greater achievements.



Volunteer. Spotlight

This year, 281 volunteers contributed 2,644 hours of service
to help ACE students and families.

KJ

KJ Kamugu, a biology student at Quinsigamond
Community College, will soon be transferring to a college
in New Orleans. As a Kenyan immigrant, she approached
her volunteering with great passion and enthusiasm.

This year, her involvement in the Saturday and Summer
Programs has been particularly impactful. KJ excels at
building relationships with students of all ages through her
dedicated tutoring and active participation in activities. In
addition to her regular duties, she has helped students with
their presentations for Africa Day, attended the ACE Gala and
ACE Festival, and consistently assisted with event set-up.

Throughout the year, she has also participated in mentoring
events and provided extra support when needed. While many
volunteers go above and beyond, KJ's contributions are
especially noteworthy. We greatly appreciate her dedicated
support and presence.



Mentoring Spotlight

This year, 31 mentor-mentee matches participated in our
Mentor-Mentee Programs.

LISA & NICOLE

Lisa Beittel and Nicole Djotas, a well-known mentoring
match at ACE, have been meeting regularly since 2019.
They initially connected through the After-School
program and consistently attended mentoring events. In
the summer of 2023, Nicole's family relocated to
Minnesota. Despite the physical distance, they
maintained their connection through phone calls, text
messages, and Zoom meetings, allowing their
relationship to continue to grow.

Nicole remained involved with ACE's Post-Secondary Education program, and Lisa
supported her with academic tasks, daily homework, and school-related assignments,
while also offering personal advice and emotional support for challenges Nicole faced in
Minnesota. Their enduring bond exemplifies the significance of mentoring. Even though
they were separated by hundreds of miles, they stayed close at heart.

Nicole graduated from high school this past June, and Lisa traveled to Minnesota to
celebrate this significant milestone. Nicole is now planning to attend Nichols College in
Dudley, MA. This is exciting news as she received a full scholarship and will be closer to her
friends in Worcester, and, most importantly, closer to Lisa.
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Grant
‘ funders In grants
awarded

Corporate & Individual
event sponsors donors

In annual
fund donations

For capital
projects




AbbVie Bioresearch Center

Albert W. Rice Charitable Foundation
Amelia Peabody Foundation
Ascentria Care Alliance

Bay State Savings Bank Foundation
Beta Theta Pi Fraternity at WPI
Central One Federal Credit Union
City of Worcester

Coghlin Services Fund
Cornerstone Bank

Country Bank for Savings

CSL Consulting LLC

Cummings Foundation

Earth & Aerial Yoga

Fallon Health

Fletcher Foundation

Fontaine Brothers

Forty-One Consulting

Frank Reed & Margaret Jane Peters Mem. Fund

Fred Harris Daniels Foundation

George F. & Sybil H. Fuller Foundation
George |. Alden Trust

Greater Outreach Ministry Inc.

Greater Worcester Community Foundation

Hopkinton High School Student Activities
IPG Photonics

Joy Guru Humanitarian Services Inc.
Kneeland, Gribouski & Mooradian
Liberian Association of Worcester

MA DESE

Mass Cultural Council

Mass Mentoring Partnership

MassHire

McLane Middleton Professional Organization

McMillan Stewart Foundation

Mirick O'Connell Attorneys at Law
Mission Worcester Dispensaries

MLE Department at WPS
Multicultural AIDS Coalition, Inc.
Nellie Mae Education Foundation

New Covenant School

Office for Refugees & Immigrants (ORI)
Open Sky Community Services
Patience Noah Insurance
Quinsigamond Community College (QCC)
REC Advisory Group

Redeemed Christian Church of God
Reliant Foundation

Reliant Medical Group

Rise Artisan Marketplace

Robert Treat Paine Association
Someone Else's Child

Star Home Health Solutions LLC
Stoddard Charitable Trust

The Albert J Gifford Charitable Trust
The Clowes Fund, Inc.

The First Baptist Church of Worcester
The Hanover Insurance Group

The Health Foundation of Central MA
The Hoche-Scofield Foundation

The Schwartz Charitable Foundation
The Walt Disney Company

Town Fair Tire Foundation, Inc.
UMass Chan Medical School

UMass Memorial Health

UniBank

United Way of Central Massachusetts
Wellington Management Foundation
Worcester Arts Council

Worcester Education Collaborative
Worcester Public Schools
Wyman-Gordon Foundation



A.M. Barrett

Abil Dhee

Abu Mwenye

Adam Ben

Adam Saltsman

Ahone Ngalame

AiCo Abercrombie

Alex M. Mooradian, Esq.
Alex Swenson

Alina Michelewicz
Alisha Addo

Allie Ohman

Alyssa Collins

Ambrose Toekulah
Amina Bristol

Amy & Rain Corneliussen
Amy Connery & Joshua Plisinski
Amy Jensen

Andrew Hegedus
Andrew Loew

Angela Sauro-Havalotti
Anita Fabos

Ann Lisi & Joel Greene
Anna Kammen

Anne Ludes

Annika Dixon

Anu Gerweck
Anywhere (Siko) Sikochi
Arnold Lane
Audreanna Sauro
August DeVore

Axelle Rivot

Ayodele Talabi
Baderha Bujiriri
Barbara Brunzell
Beatrice Kayigwa
Beth Porter

Betsy Green-Baker
Bev Arcaro

Bill Pieczynski

Biodun Akande

Blanca Laza

Bob & Anne Bureau
Bonham Pierce
Bonnie Hall Walker
Brian Monteverd

Brie Brooks

Bruce & Martha Fischer
C. Inez Williams-Gaye
Candy F. Mero-Carlson
Carol Aramadji

Carole Gonzales
Cecelia Kandakai
Cecilia & James Lafontaine
Charles Hamann
Charles Mike Land
Charlotte Rosen

Chi Mokel

Chris Ebacher
Chrisann Papera
Christina Mastrantonio
Christine & Sean Cunning

Christine Beattie
Christopher Coghlin
Christopher Zaneski
Claude Eshun

Dan Larrivee

Daniel & Teta Tarwoe
Daniel Adade

Daniel Hartnett

Daniel Ivascyn

Daniel Mbusa

Daniel Spratt

Darnella Williams
Dartulah Gailor

David Beh

David LeBoeuf
Deanna Poirier

Deb Gardner

Deborah & John O'Neil
Deborah L. Gonzalez
Denise Darrigrand & Dan Dougherty
Diane O'Connor
Donovan Snyder

Dr. Anita Kostecki & Dr. Michael Ennis
Dr. Chengeto Vera, DMD
Dynnelle Fields

Eliane Fogue
Elizabeth Ahmadi
Ellen Greenberg

Emily Alicea

Emily Duerr

Emily Raman

Emmanuel Bidi

Eric Alper

Eric Jannsen
Esperanza Gualdarrama
Eunice Nyasani
Eurayshia Williams Reed
Fatou Diop

Fe Sharp

Felicia Riffelmacher
Florence Mourere

Fru Nkimbeng

Gabe Santner
Gabriele Goszcz
George Gailah

Gillian Braley

Gina McCormick
Graham Cabrey

Greg Burkhardt
Gynesis Vance

Hasson Harris Wilcher
Heather-Lyn Haley
Heike Kurian

Helen Segil

Hiroki Hayashi

Isaac Adusu

Isabel Gonzalez

Isabel Vivian Gonzalez
Isaiah Jacques

Isiah Shortte

Jack Gardiner
Jacqueline Cialone

James McGowan
Janet Davis

Janet Knowlton
Janet Wine

Jaris Wicklund

Jason Cserny

Jeffrey Conlon

Jena Adams

Jennifer Cameron-Moore
Jennifer Dowdle
Jennifer Frye

Jermoh Kamara
Jescah Apamo-Gannon
Jesse Lehman

Jill Watts

Joan Amuasi

Joan Girton

Joanne Calista
Joanne Gravell
Joelle Hayes

John A. Longo

John Colucci

John Innis

John O'Neil

John Rainone

Jose Encarnacion
Joseph Petty

Joshua Jackson Selly
Jp Perkins

Judith Diamondstone
Judith Wilcox



Julia Morin

Julian Dano

Karen Eileen Kovach Sikola
Karen Turley

Karl & Sue Schlotterbeck
Kaska & Rosaline Yawo
Kate Sheehan

Katherine Stickney
Kathie Roche-Goggins & David S. Kahn
Kathleen Hebb

Kathleen Heyer
Kathleen Orengo

Katie Larrivee

Katie Magrane

Katie Mazzeo

Keanne Henry

Kelly Blain

Kenechukwu & Tumininu Mbanisi
Kerry Crutchley
Khrystian King

Kim Dawkins

Kimberly McCullen

Koki Hayashi

Kristin Wojciak

Kristine Walker

Kwasi Ofori

Kyle Eaton

Lamisa Muksitu

Larry & Mary Masselink
Laurel Hemmer

Laurie Bullock

Lee Cuba & Patricia Ewick
Leigh Lennon

LeNola Potami

Lillie Rosen

Lisa Beittel

Lisa Lombardo

Liza Teixeira

Lori Tribble

Lorie Martiska

Lucy Candib

Luladay Tekalegn

Maddy Hennessy
Margaret Balogh
Margaret LeRoux

Maria & Leonard DiMaggio
Mary Beth Leonard

Mary Keefe & Frank Kartheiser

Mary-Ellen Boyle

Matthias Waschek & Steve Taviner

Max Travers
Melanie Donegan
Melanie von Bitter
Michael Cecil
Michael Godkin
Michael Perlmutter
Michael Reiss
Michaela Connors
Michelle Bing
Michelle Twali
Mike & Debby Walker
Molly Kammen

Naida Colakhodzic
Nathalie Perez-Cino
Nathaniel Needle
Nicole Benjamin-Hartnett
Nicole Hayes

Nolan Ryan

Nozomi & Cody Holbert
Olga Valdman

Osman Bilsel
Oyindamola Adeogun
Pauline Nyandwi
Peter Dawson

Prince Nanakobi Jr.
Rachael Heard
Rachel Sortino

Ralph Turner
Rebecca Larrivee
Rees Linville

Regina Engel

Richard A. Silva
Richard Makokha
Rose Wine

Rubby Wuabu

Sage Halpert

Sakina Fundi

Sally Phelps

Sam Barclays

Sam Nate

Samantha Klein
Sandra Anim

Sarah Sherman-Stokes

Sarah Trafton-Anderson
Sathi Patel

Sayon Johnson

Sean V Engel

Sharon Freed

Sheeba Mathew

Shira Leitson-Grabelsky
Siddhesh Darne

Siku Hale

Silvia Corvera

Simon Gicheru

Spe & Nakyanzi Mugakasana

Stacey Luster
Stephanie Szymanski
Stephen & Tara Humphrey
Stephen Cary

Steven Como

Steven Fischer
Steven Herson
Susan Beddes

Susan Corneliussen
Susan Mailman
Susan Perschbacher
Susan Stukas
Suzanne Cashman
Sydney Baker

Sylvia Parol

Synovia Gorbea

Tayo Akinbola

Ted Conna

Tereza Ngendahoruri

The Ryan Family
Tiffany Lillie

Timon Dhego
Timothy Lucey
Timothy O'Neil

Tina Agyekum

Tom Colucci

Tom Gallagher

Toni Ammirati

Tori Wilson

Tracy & David Gagnon
Trent Masiki

Tuyet Tran

Uyanga Mungunchimeg
Valerie Zolezzi-Wyndham
Vaughn Hathaway
Victor Masharia
Victoria Ewing
Virginia Johnson
Wendy Andrews

Wil Bullock

William Artey

William Glatfelter
Winston S Elliott
Wivine Makoko

Yatta Yeawolo
Yvonne Posa
Zachariah Combs
Zohar Badenhausen



In 2018, ACE launched

have made a long-term, recurring commitment to support ACE.
members of the Kupanda community this year.
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Build, Learn, Grow: The 17th
Annual ACE Gala

The 17th Annual ACE Gala took place on Saturday, November 4, and celebrated our theme of
“Build. Learn. Grow.” We had a record number of 340 people in attendance at Mechanics Hall
and raised over $112,000 for ACE programs and families!

The highlight of the evening was the ACE Student Fashion Show conducted in partnership
with the WPI Black Student Union and various African fashion designers. The evening also
featured stellar performances from Crocodile River Music, Africano Waltham, and the ACE
Drum Team. The event was an incredible success thanks to dozens of amazing sponsors, raffle
donors, vendors, performers, and partners. We are especially grateful to UniBank for serving
as our Title Sponsor for the event.

Thank you for helping to make the 17th Annual ACE Gala the best yet!
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EINANCIALS



Financial Overview

FY 2024°

INCOME

Foundation Grants $485,967
Government Grants $892,127
General Donations $316,519
Capital Donations $773,050
Rent Income $91,025
Interest Income $20,056
TOTAL INCOME $2,578,745

EXPENSES

Payroll

Health Insurance
Payroll Taxes
Contractors

Program Expenses
Fundraising Expenses
Other Admin Expenses
Software Expenses
Transportation

Rent and Facilities

TOTAL EXPENSES

*Financial estimates—audited financial statements will be available in November 2024

$1,660,726
$16,031
$154,973
$39,285
$108,035
$155,868
$80,783
$25,328
$24,351
$125,163

$2,394,393



Einancial History

African Community Education Revenue Over Time*

$7,000,000

$6,310,548
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*Large increases in FY 2022 and FY 2023 were the result of large contributions to capital
projects. Operating revenue has increased year over year dating back to FY 2019.



OUR FUITURE




Since 2007, ACE has operated our youth and family programming in rented and in-kind spaces in many locations, causing
inefficiencies and barriers for staff and clients, frequent moves, limited program hours and accessibility, and a lack of
space to expand.

Recognizing these longstanding and critical needs, ACE purchased a 56,000-square-foot facility located at 51 Gage St. in
January 2022 with the help of the leadership giving of support Daniel Ivascyn and moved into the new facility in January
2023. This facility has allowed us to consolidate all programming and offices, improve accessibility, and significantly
expand programming. We are actively raising funds to renovate this space and realize a long-held dream that ACE would
create a cultural and community center for the city’'s and region’s vibrant and growing African, immigrant, and refugee
populations.

We began renovations this year, creating 11 academic and enrichment spaces including dedicated youth classrooms, a
STEAM lab, a dancing and drumming studio, dedicated adult education classrooms, and a room to host our early literacy
playgroups. We also renovated three dedicated office spaces for our programming and outreach teams.

We will continue renovations this year, continuing to transform this facility into the home ACE families, community
members, and partner organizations deserve. Ultimately, renovations will include:

+  Modernizing 16 multi-use education and activity rooms through
cosmetic improvements, educational technology, and updated
furniture to fit the needs of each program and age-level

S —

+  Renovating the gymnasium to serve as a multifaceted space for
recreation and sports, community gatherings and events,
performances, conferences, and more

+  Creating a STEAM innovation lab, robotics lab, and dedicated music
education rooms

ACE African Cc

dmmunity Edu

+  Building a commercial kitchen to prepare African meals for ACE and
other community events

«  Creating spaces to celebrate African arts and cultures

Reconfiguring the entrance ways, hallway layouts, and building flow
to create a welcoming space

+  Making needed upgrades for ADA compliance and energy efficiency
modifications
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Our Team

ACE STAFF

KASKA YAWO, Executive Director & Co-Founder

AYMAN ABDELGADIR, Volunteer & Mentor Coordinator
BEV ARCARO, Grants Manager

EDICIA BORLOH, Administrative Outreach Facilitator
BADERHA BUJIRIRI, Development Coordinator

ABIL DHEE, Administrative Coordinator

TIMON DHEGO, Family Education Program Coordinator
SAINT CYR DIMANCHE, Career Development Coordinator

FLORENCE DOE, Early Literacy Coord. & Custodian Coord.

WINNIE DOE, Worcester Public Schools Liaison

SLY DWYER, After School Program Coordinator
REGINA ENGEL, Director of Finance & Operations
SEAN ENGEL, Information Technology Specialist
PRINCE GWEH, Building Manager

BENJAMIN KAGIGI, Outreach Manager

MELVIN KASKA, Post-Secondary Education Liaison
CECILIA LAFONTAINE, Finance & HR Coordinator
GINA LANDRIN, Outreach Staff

MOUBARAK MAHAMAT, Transportation Coordinator
WIVINE MAKOKO, Family Ed. & Outreach Worker
TEREZA NGENDAHORURYI, Outreach Worker

TIM O'NEIL, Director of Development

JP PERKINS, Program Director

MARIAVIVIER, Early Literacy Staff & Custodian
ROSE WINE, Marketing & Development Coordinator
JOHN YORMIE, JR., Saturday Program Coordinator

ACE BOARD, FY 2024

BIODUN "MR. B" AKANDE, Chairperson

BOB BUREAU, M.Ed., CAGS, Vice Chairperson
ABIGAIL ABENA A. MENSAH, M.Ed., Treasurer
DR. CHENGETO VERA, DMD, Secretary
ISAAC MAWUKO ADUSU

JOSIAH BOTE, M.D.

TRENT MASIKI, PhD

PATIENCE NOAH

MARYAN RYAN

LTJG JOSHUA JACKSON SELLY

INEZ WILLIAMS-GAYE

STEVE WINSTON
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Thank you from the ACE family!
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africancommunityeducation.org
@aceworcester
info@acechildren.org
508-459-2284
51 Gage St
Worcester, MA 01605




